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T
he idea of a 25-year 
framework to maintain and 
improve natural capital 
was first proposed by the 

Natural Committee Capital (NCC), an 
independent advisory committee to 
the Government, back in March 2014. 
Following increasing pressure from 
the NCC, on 11 January 2018 Defra 
published its long-awaited 25-Year 
Environment Plan (the Plan), which sits 
alongside the Industrial Strategy and 
the Clean Growth Strategy.

The Plan sets out the Government’s 
aspirations for protecting and 
enhancing the natural environment 
over the next quarter of a century, with 
the intention to “leave our environment 
in a better state than we found it”. 

The Plan is far-reaching, covering all 
areas of environmental concern from 
waste reduction and resource efficiency 
to clean air, water, climate change and 
biodiversity. It is intended to be an 
ever evolving and continually updated 
document – Government intends to 
engage in regular reviews and risk 
assess the Plan at least every five years. 

With Brexit looming, it was 
hoped that the Plan would provide 
clarity on the direction in which UK 
environmental policy is heading. Whilst 
the Plan does outline a promising 
roadmap, it lacks detail. It is effectively 
a roadmap without street names. That 
said, it may be unrealistic to expect 
more at this stage – the point of the 

Plan is big picture thinking. It sets 
generational goals and provides a 
blueprint upon which legislation and 
policy can be formed.

Resource efficiency & 
Waste Targets
CHAPTER 4 of the Plan covers 
“increasing resource efficiency and 
reducing pollution and waste”. Its 
ambitions include:
•	 eliminating all avoidable waste by 

2050
•	 eliminating all avoidable plastic 

waste by 2042
•	 cutting by one fifth the greenhouse 

gas intensity of food and drink 
consumed in the UK, and also per 
capita UK food waste by 2025

•	 working towards no food waste 
entering landfill by 2030. 

“Avoidable” is defined as what is 
TEEP (Technically, Environmentally and 
Economically Practicable). This provides 
leeway for Defra but it also enables 
what is considered to be “avoidable” to 
evolve with the Plan and as technology 
improves. Whilst there is no clear guide 
as to how the Government believes 
it will achieve the above-mentioned 
targets, the Plan does emphasise the 
benefit of regulation, taxes and charges 
in contributing to cleaner growth, citing 
landfill tax and the aggregates levy as 
examples of success. 

A Focus On Plastics

UNSURPRISINGLY, FOLLOWING the 
increased social awareness of the 
impact of single-use plastics and the 
so-called “Attenborough effect”, a 
relatively large section of the Plan is 
dedicated to plastics. Although the 
Government previously expressed a 
preference for industry-led voluntary 
measures to reduce plastic waste, the 
Plan suggests there will be a move 
towards legislative action.

To reduce plastic flow into the seas 
and meet its zero avoidable plastic 
waste by 2042 target, the Government 
proposes a four point action plan, 
taking action at each stage of the 
product lifecycle. This includes:
1.	 Production Stage – 

encouraging producers to take 
more responsibility for the 
environmental impacts of their 
products and rationalising 
the number of different types 
of plastic in use by, amongst 
other things, (i) “working with 
industry to rationalise packaging 
formats and materials formats”, 
(ii) “reforming our Producer 
Responsibility systems (including 
packaging waste regulations) 
to incentivise producers to take 
greater responsibility for the 
environmental impacts of their 
products” including “exploring 
extending producer responsibility 
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requirements not currently covered 
by our existing regimes”, and (iii) 
“building on our microbeads ban 
by exploring whether we can ban 
other problematic materials where 
suitable alternatives exist”. 

2.	 Consumption Stage – reducing 
the amount of plastic in circulation 
through reducing demand for 
single-use plastic. Actions for this 
consumer-focused stage include 
extending uptake of the 5p plastic 
bag charge to small retailers on 
a voluntary basis (it currently 
only applies to retailers with 
over 250 employees), supporting 
water companies and retailers 
to offer new free refill points 
for drinking water bottles, and 
working with retailers and WRAP 
to “explore introducing plastic-free 
supermarket aisles”.

3.	 End of use stage – making it easier 
for people to recycle.

4.	 End of life/waste management 
stage – improving the rate of 
recycling, through measures 
including “ensuring that a 
consistent set of materials are 
collected by all local authorities” 
and “working with the waste 
management industry and re-
processors to significantly increase 
the proportion of plastic packaging 
that is collected and recycled” 
(although no clarity is provided on 
what “significant” may mean).

EU policy appears to be following a 
broadly similar direction. For example, 
the new European Plastics Strategy, 
launched in January as part of the 
wider Circular Economy Package, 
addresses single-use plastics. The 
European Commission’s Vice President 
has also confirmed that EU legislation 
on single-use plastics will be published 
by summer 2018. 

A New Regulator

THE GOVERNMENT has confirmed that 
it will consult in “early 2018” on setting 
up a new independent environmental 
body to hold Government to account. 
The Plan states that it will be a “world-
leading, independent, statutory body” 
aimed at “championing and upholding 
environmental standards as we leave 
the EU” and it will likely have a role in 
“scrutinising and advising” on the Plan.

Legislation will be required to create 
such a body. Creating it from statute 
and not from delegated legislation 
would entail greater legislative scrutiny 
and could help ensure that it does not 
have funding and political ties to Defra, 
however no detail has been provided 
as yet on how this body will be funded. 
There is also no information yet on how 
the enforcement function would operate, 
however commentators have suggested 
it may first deal with infringements via 
negotiation rather than a full complaints 
procedure, and turn to the Supreme 
Court for the final say over which claims 
are brought to court. 

Whatever shape that the body takes, 
it is clear the Government faces a real 
challenge in setting it up and funding it 
by 29 March 2019 (the point at which 
we are set to leave the EU). 

Industry Engagement

OVER THE next few months the 
Government intends to publish a 
number of consultations and calls for 
evidence. These include consultations 
on single-use plastics and on the new 
statutory body, both planned for “early 
2018”, and a call for evidence (already 
published and expiring on 18 May 
2018) to explore how changes to the 
tax system or charges could be used to 
reduce the amount of single-use plastic 
waste. A new Environment Act may 
also be on the cards – this is unlikely to 
materialise for at least another year, but 
we should all keep an eye out for more 
detailed proposals on this. Industry also 
needs to watch out for the Resources 
and Waste Strategy, to be published “in 
2018”, to gain a clearer picture of the 
potential impacts of the Plan.

The 25-Year Ambition

WHILST THE Plan lacks detail, it does 
not lack ambition. The vision created 
by the Plan is not yet strong enough 
to replace the clear strategic direction 
of environmental law set out by the 
EU, but it is certainly a promising 
start. It outlines a strong Government 
commitment to resource productivity 
and zero “avoidable” waste and sets 
clear next steps. 

We would encourage industry 
to seize the numerous upcoming 
opportunities to help shape the detail 
and implementation of this Plan. <

A Nottinghamshire company has been 
fined £15,000 for operating an illegal 
waste site on land adjacent to Sandy Lane 
in Worksop. The company was also ordered 
to pay costs of £7,200 and a victim surcharge 
of £120. The case against Yorkshire Waste 
Services Ltd of Gateford Road, Worksop, 
was proven in the absence of a company 
representative at the trial on Friday 2 March 
2018 at Mansfield Magistrates’ Court. Officers 
from the Environment Agency told the court 
that the site had been previously used by a 
company called Trent Valley Recycling Ltd. 
The site itself is one with a high fire risk due 
to the waste operations conducted by the 
previous owners. This company did have an 
environmental permit for the site, however 
this was disclaimed once the company went 
into liquidation. Officers discovered that 
Yorkshire Waste were storing a significant 
quantity of baled textile waste on the 
site between April and June last year.

A South Devon waste processing company 
has been ordered to pay £16,404 in 
fines and costs for failing to remove 
thousands of tonnes of hazardous waste 
from two sites in Torbay. Armabridge 
Ltd, trading as Skip-It Torbay, operates 
from a waste transfer station at Barton Hill 
Way, Torquay. In July 2017 an Environment 
Agency officer visited its Kerswell Gardens 
site and found hazardous waste was 
present and that a previous enforcement 
notice had been breached. The company 
was fined a total of £13,334 and ordered to 
pay £3,070 costs by Plymouth magistrates 
after pleading guilty to two offences of 
failing to comply with enforcement notices 
relating to Barton Hill Way and Kerswell 
Gardens, Torquay contrary to Regulation 
38(3) of the Environmental Permitting 
(England and Wales) Regulations 2010.

A Newcastle man has been fined for 
operating a vehicle scrapyard without 
a permit in a prosecution brought 
by the Environment Agency. Ronald 
Coulson Vincent Grieveson, 23, of Forest 
Hall, appeared at Newcastle Magistrates’ 
Court on February 23. He pleaded guilty 
to illegally storing and treating waste 
vehicles and parts without a permit. He 
was fined £3,628, and ordered to pay costs 
of £3,273.58 and a victim surcharge of 
£362. Acting on behalf of the Environment 
Agency, solicitor Chris Bunting told the court 
Grieveson had been operating an illegal 
waste site without an environmental permit.
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T
he EA has growing concerns about the use of 
exemptions to disguise or hide illegal waste 
management activities. In response they have issued 
a consultation that proposes some major changes. 

All the exemptions are under review, but those listed below 
have been earmarked for special attention:
•	 U1 – Use of waste in construction
•	 U16 – using de-polluted vehicles for spares
•	 T4 – Preparatory treatments such as baling, sorting and 

shredding
•	 T6 – Treating wood waste and plant matter
•	 T8 – Mechanically treating end of life tyres
•	 T9 – Recovering scrap metal
•	 T12 – Manually treating waste
•	 D7 – Burning waste in the open
•	 S1 – Storing waste in secure containers
•	 S2 – Storing Waste in a secure location

The Environment Agency is concerned that the tonnages 
that can be processed under an exemption are too high. In 
an effort to reduce the abuse of exemptions the tonnages 
allowed are being reduced substantially. In many cases they 
are also restricting permitted storage times and reducing the 
types of waste that can be accepted. 

The construction industry commonly registers U1 
exemptions. Exemption U1 is currently for the use of up to a 
total of 5,000 tonnes of specified waste types in construction 
and over 40,000 are registered in England and Wales. 

The EA emphasise that the U1 exemption is for recovery 
only and the EA inspections have revealed operational 
breaches which include disposal operations. In 
order to counter this, it proposes significant 
restrictions on the use of this exemption. 
This includes a reduction in permitted 
waste types and assessment of sensitive 
receptors prior to use, and it cannot 
be used unless the waste has already 
been segregated. Therefore, wood 
and plastic contamination (window 
frames, etc) would not be allowed 
under the exemption. 

The specified uses controls have been subdivided into 
classifications A to I, with each classification having a limit 
on the tonnage. For example, classification B: sub-base for 
roads, 1.2m3 of waste per metre of track and a maximum fill 
thickness of 300mm, no contamination permitted.

The use of storage exemptions has also been identified as 
a potential risk by the EA. The current exemptions allow the 
storage of flammable materials, such as paper and cardboard, 
which pose a significant fire risk. To reduce these risks the 
EA has proposed a reduction in the volume of waste that may 
be stored down to 40m3 for a single waste type on the S2 
exemption, which loosely relates to the size of a roll-on/roll-
off waste container and an overall limit of 186m3 for all waste. 
Another restriction is storage time limits are being reduced to 
three months. The flammability issue is to be addressed by the 
assessment of fire prevention with new exemptions having to 
comply with the EA’s Fire Prevention Plan guidance. In addition, 
tyres are to be removed from the exemption completely.

The T4 exemption allows the baling, sorting and shredding 
of recyclable materials such as paper, cardboard and plastics. 
The EA has again identified this exemption because of its fire 
risk potential. To combat this, it has reduced storage limits to 
three months, reduced maximum annual tonnage throughput 
to 500 tonnes, individual waste types to 100m3 and maximum 
storage of all waste to 300m3.

The proposed changes in the exemptions will force some 
operations to downscale, or upgrade to a full permit. This 
must have an impact on the recycling industry. It should 
encourage the current environmental permit holders because 
the down-scaling of exemptions will "level the playing field". 

Whether this will help or hinder the national recycling 
and waste crime statistics remains to be seen.

There are many other far reaching changes, 
some of which you may need to make 
yourself aware. To find out more follow the 

link to the Defra consultation pages. <

https://consult.defra.gov.uk/waste/
crime-and-poor-performance-in-

the-waste-sector/consultation/
subpage.2017-11-21.8124334074/ 

Masters Of 
Disguise?

There are growing concerns that exemptions are being used to disguise illegal waste 
activities. So, hot on the heels of the charging review, comes the EA's exemptions review. 

Do we need to be concerned? Waste Plan Solutions' Lara Ayris explains more…

OPINION

56



April 2018  CIWM | Journal

CIWMDIRECTORY.CO.UK

Flue Gas Treatment

Clear flight, 
clean future

Manufactured according to 
Lhoist’s proprietary 

HydratexTM technology.www.sorbacal.com

Bins, Banks & Containers

The Next Generation of  
Waste Management Solutions

01299 251 333
www.egberttaylorgroup.com

Finance

www.aibgb.co.uk

Bins, Banks & Containers

CONTENUR integrated container solutions for 
homes and businesses in over 30 countries.

Manufacturers  of waste and recycling containers, 

street furniture and underground refuse systems.

 
For all enquiries:  

+44 1282 604400

enquiries@contenur.com 

Visit us at: www.contenur.co.uk

Insurance

insuring the waste industry

for over 25 years

www.milessmith.co.uk

tel: 020 7977 4800

Fire Detection

Embedded Generation 
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• Energy Trading 
• Portfolio Management 
• Equity investment 

www.engie.co.uk

Directory listing back pages 

www.engie.co.uk

Ancillary Services

CMS SupaTrak provide vehicle 
telematics and integrated solutions to 
the waste management sector, which 
include driver behaviour management, 
mobile working, in cab communications 

and job scheduling systems.

www.supatrak.com

Ancillary Services

Bins, Banks & Containers

RESOURCE CONTAINERS 
ENABLING THE  

CIRCULAR ECONOMY

Benefit from the UK’s largest production capacity 
and stock of CHEM standard containers –  
British made at our ISO 9001 factory.
Call us on 01543 360777 
or email sales@gjffabrications.co.uk
See our stock at  
http://www.gjffabrications.co.uk/stock/

HOOKLIFT CONTAINERS AND SKIPS 
in stock now for immediate delivery!

Bins Banks & Containers Body Manufacturer

British-based Dennis Eagle is a world 
leader in the design and manufacture 
of refuse collection vehicles. We are 

committed to providing the very best 
vehicles and service for our customers.

Visit www.dennis-eagle.co.uk  
or call 01926 458500

Body Manufacturer

www.geesinknorba.com/uk

Geesinknorba are Europe’s 
leading & most innovative 
supplier of RCVs & static 
compaction equipment 
offering a complete range of 
body and lifter sizes

Body Manufacturer

www.hillendeng.com

Farid Hillend Engineering Ltd provides
the waste industry with a most
comprehensive range of efficient refuse 
and recycling vehicles engineered to 
provide quality, reliability and durability.

Body Manufacturer CCTV Safety Systems

01254 679717
info@vision-techniques.com

Live CCTV
streaming

Cyclist 
deteccon

Auto-brake
Radars

Dashboard
Cameras

Consultants / Developers

Having been developers, operators, 
contractors and advisors for over 
20 years, Honace provide cost 

effective  experience and knowhow 
to support the waste, mineral and 
land development sectors. We are 

also interested in site management, 
purchase or lease opportunities.

www.honace.com

Gov-Waste Software

A Powerful and Easy to use Digital Platform for Collaborative Waste 
Management in Cities & Counties. 

Realtime Waste Data 
Monitoring + Advanced Analytics 

for local Waste Authorities

OUR CLIENTS

iWDMS & iWaste+ by

www.openskydata.com | +353 45 855 675

iWDMS & iWaste+ by

www.openskydata.com | +353 45 855 675

by

Request a Demo for 
your team TODAY.

 GCLoud9 

   Tracking of Pre Validated Waste movements from collection to disposal 

   Remote access for both Councils and Contractors

   Real Time Exceptions, Analytics & Forecasting Module

   Reporting for WDF and Business Management (inc Financial)

   Automated Weighbridge Data Integration & Recycling Credits

8529 CIWM Journal Advert.indd   1 16/11/2017   15:53

www.openskydata.com

Consultancy

Supporting 
your waste and 

resource projects
www.woodplc.com

Bins Banks & Containers
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Recruitment

WasteRecruit

WasteRecruit
Recruitment specialists in:  
Resource management, recycling  
and renewable energy.

We specialise in search and selection  
and provide both permanent and 
temporary staffing solutions. 

Call 01252 353 080  
quoting CIWMDIR2016  
to start your search today.

Recycling

Renewable EnergyRecycling Plant

Waste Management Waste Management

Training

www.ciwm.co.uk/training

Develop your team and ensure 
your organisation is compliant with 
CIWM’s sustainability, resource  
and waste management training.

O Licence Compliance

Invergold
ASSOCIATES LTD

• For your complete O licence compliance
• Transport managers service
• Transport Audits to DVSA earned recognition standard
• Public Inquires
• DVSA Interviews Supported
• Operator Awareness Compliance training
• Driver Analysis software

T. 0333 335 0074
www.invergoldlogistics.com
info@invergoldlogistics.com

Plant & Equipment

Skip Moving Innovation – Introducing 
the GAPO radio remote mobile power 

unit. Moving hook-lift skips – safer, 
quieter, faster, cheaper. Call now to 

arrange a demonstration.

www.gapo-uk.co.uk

Vehicle Hire

• Short to medium term hire
• Flexible & competitive
• Modern diverse fleet
• 24 hr nationwide service & support

| www.ctshire.co.uk | Tel: 01453 511050 | 

Vehicle Hire

National Hotline Numbers:  
General: 0845 260 0999 & Municipal: 0870 850 9990

www.gullivers.co.uk

Specialists in 
General & Municipal vehicle hire.

CAR-DERIVED VAN ● SHORT WHEELBASE VANS ● LONG & EXTRA-LONG WHEEL BASED VANS ● BOX VANS ●
 BEAVER TAILS ● TRACTOR UNITS - MERCEDES, MAN, DAF, RENAULT ● PET REG TRACTOR UNITS 
CAGED TIPPERS ●TIPPER GRABS ●HOOK LOADERS ●SKIP LOADERS ● RCVs - TWIN PACKS, VARIOUS BINS LIFTS 

WINTER MAINTENANCE VEHICLES ●CRASH CUSHIONS ●MVC / HVC ●KILOWHALE ● VACUUM TANKER ● 4X4 ● 
CAR-DERIVED VAN ● SHORT WHEELBASE VANS ● LONG & EXTRA-LONG WHEEL BASED VANS ● BOX VANS ●

Vehicle Hire

For all your Refuse Vehicle Hire needs,  
from 7.5-tonne to 26-tonne RCVs and 

32-tonne Front-End Loaders. 

Call us now for a competitive 
and reliable service.

Vehicle Hire

Sweepers & Spreaders

bunce.co.uk
01793 710212

Waste Management

www.cdenviro.com
T: 028 8676 7900

RECOGNISING THE 
VALUE IN WASTE 
Recycling today’s waste into tomorrow’s 
resource.

Road Sweepers

www.johnstonsweepers.co.uk

STRONGER 
THROUGH 
EXPERIENCE

Vehicle Safety Systems

Vehicle Safety 
Solutions

www.brigade-electronics.com  
+44 (0)1322 420300

sales@brigade-electronics.com

Waste Management

With 24 facilities nationwide, CSG offer 
an array of waste management services 
including hazardous and non-hazardous 
waste collection in bulk, IBC and drums, 
interceptor clearances, tank cleaning 

and emergency spills response. 

For further information: 
t: 0800 048 0622   www.csg.co.uk 

e: technicalsales@csg.co.uk

Waste ManagementWaste Management

0800 581761  www.jcb.com

For more information contact your local dealer.
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Waste ManagementWaste Management

0800 581761  www.jcb.com

For more information contact your local dealer.

Weighing EquipmentWaste Software

www.isys-systems.co.uk
01332 380311

We are a leading software house 
providing integrated solutions to the 

Waste, Recycling and Aggregate 
sectors, including mobile applications 

across our wide range of products.

Weighing Equipment

VEHICLE 
WEIGHING 
SOLUTIONS LTD

, the UK market leader in 
on-board weighing, bin-weighing and 
axle load protection, will be presenting its 
impressive range of British manufactured 
load cells and weighing systems.

Visit www.vwsltd.uk

Waste Management

0800 091 0000 
www.waste.care

Your solution for hazardous 
and difficult waste

Waste Software

www.amcsgroup.com

Enterprise Software  
and Vehicle Technology.

Wheel Loaders

01527 512 512
marubeni-komatsu.co.uk

KOMATSU WHEEL LOADERS
Built for the waste & recycling industry

Waste Handler Ad - Nov 2017.indd   216/11/2017   12:56

Waste Recycling Shredder

Phone: 0 7341 885 553
jan.frahm@metso.com
www.metso.com

M&J PreShred 
mobile waste shredder

To advertise here phone us on: 01604 620426

Find your perfect job in environmental, resource or waste management

New Job Site, New Job, New You

CIWM have launched a brand-new, fully responsive jobsite with a fresh look and feel, perfectly positioned to 
help you fi nd your next step in the environmental, sustainability and wastes sector.

Create an account and upload your CV at www.ciwmjobs.co.uk.

Waste Management
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EDUCATIONAL
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CPD 
ACCREDITED
WORKSHOPS

LIVE 
PRODUCT

DEMONSTRATIONS

THE UK’S LARGEST 
RECYCLING & WASTE MANAGEMENT 

EXHIBITION & CONFERENCE

12 & 13
SEPT 2018 NEC

NEC, BIRMINGHAM

NETWORKING WITH 12,000 WASTE PROFESSIONALS  •  FREE ACCESS TO 4 ENVIRONMENTAL EVENTS
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MARINE & COASTAL CIVIL ENGINEERING

CONTAMINATION 
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PACKED WITH NEW SUMMITS, CASE STUDIES, PANEL DEBATES, SEMINARS, WORKSHOPS AND 
KEYNOTE TALKS, RWM HAS NEVER HAD SO MANY REASONS TO ATTEND

REGISTER FOR FREE TICKETS
WWW.RWMEXHIBITION.COM   |  @RWM_Exhibition  |  #RWM2018

Enquire about exhibiting: call Nick Woore on 0117 929 6083


